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ANNA CORA MOWATT, 
(Conciupine CuapTeR.) 

MRS. MOWATT AS AUTHORESS AND ACTRESS. 

Besides the two works Mrs. Mowatt wrote 
for the Havre Theatre during her stay in Ger- 
many, at the age of eighteen her husband 
published works by her on “ Netting and 
Crochet,” ** Cookery and Housekeeping,” the 

Management of the Sick,” &c., &c. Also 
three small volumes on Etiquette for Gentle- 
men, Etiquette for Ladies, and the Etiquette of 
Matrimony, and a novel abounding in point 
and sarcasm, bearing the rather attractive title 
of the ‘ Fortune Hunter.” In 1845, she 
completed the comedy of ‘ Fashion,” and it 
was shortly afterwards produced at the Park 
Theatre, and played at that, and most of the 
leading theatres in the United States, with un- 
bounded success. : 
. So accustomed as a London public are to 
witness dramatic works from the pens of men 
who have had a whole life’s practise at their 
task, that it was certainly a bold step for a 
manager a fortnight after the opening of a new 
theatre, aspiring to the position of first rate, 
to place ow the stage for his first production a 
comedy, written by a young lady at the age 
of twenty. In such a case, criticism should be 
dis-armed of its gall, and faults should be no- 
ticed in such a way as to encourage the young 
authoress to other and greater efforts. In our 
opinion, and we are no novices at play-seeing, 
- Fashion” is little short of a great work. 
The American character is displayed with much 
adroitness,—the admiration they feel for foreign 
aristocracy—the desire to affect the fashionable 
follies of the old world are hit off with much 
effect. The language is studded with home- 
truths, and is at times elegant and powerful 
It is purely a comedy of men and manners. 
if there is anything faulty in the construction, 
itis in the character of the governess, who is 
perhaps hardly prominent enough in the earlier 





scenes for the audience to feel acutely the 
deep interest which attaches itself to the part 
near the conclusion. But while it requires 
genius to send exquisite poetry to the world, 
it takes but tact and a knowledge of stage si- 
tuations to produce what are termed “ power- 
ful incidents.” Mrs. Mowatt has already 
written sufficient to convince us she possesses 
great intellectual power and a short acquain- 
tance with the working of the British Drama, 
with a careful noting of what truly tickles a 
British auditory, will place her in a great 
position among the Dramatic Literateurs. 

“Armand, or the Peer and the Peasant,” 
was written in 1847, during Mr. Mowatt’s visit 
to England, to make engagements for his wife 
in the metropolis and the leading provincial 
towns. It was produced directly on his return, 
and has been played at the Marylebone to very 
excellent houses: We are so well pleased 
with the ingenuity displayed in the construction 
of this drama, and the liberal and patriotic 
sentiments of the authoress, that it is our 
anxious wish she may employ all her unoccu- 
pied time in preparing a work for the theatre 
of which she is so bright an ornament. We 
ask her to throw aside the timidity and give 
us something of England and the English ; we 
shall feel proud to claim her as one of us! 

We have trespassed so far on our space that 
we have but few lines left to consider Mrs. 
Mowatt as an ‘‘actress.” Our columns from 
time to time have told thattale. She isyoung, 
very young, and is already very high in her 
art, tragedy and comedy have tested her powers, 
and she has come from the trial victorious, 
that she has a bright and brilliant career be- 
fore her, the rapid progress she has made in 
her theme during her short sojourn in England, 
warrant us in anticipating. That she may 
reach the goal ofher brightest hopes is the 
earnest wish of one who glories in the divine 
art that “ holds the Mirror up to Nature.” 

Garrick FuNNYBONE, 








58 THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL 





= 








METROPOLITAN THEATRES, 





DRURY LANE. 

“Julius Casar’” may be classed in the 
third rank of the great auther’s plays. It is 
as much inferior in sublimity and the greatness 
of its design to Shakspere’s masterpieces, as 
it is superior in those qualities to the dramas 
of any living poct. The performance of this 
tragedy on Thursday the 14th inst., drew a 
gocd house; Vandenhoff enacting the part of 
Brutus, Anderson Mare Antony, Cathcart 
Cassius, Cooper Casca, and C. Fisher Julius 
Casar. Miss Phillips was the Portia, and 
Mrs. Ternan Calphurnia. The Brutus of 
Vandenhoff. we confess, somewhat disappointed 
us. Although there were sume fine and artis- 
tical touches, especially when communicating 
to Cassius the death of Portia, it was colder 
than we anticipated. Brutus is a Roman and 
a philosopher, but surely the part admits of 
more colour than Mr, Vandenhoff imparted to 
it. A Romethian soul gives life toa stutue. 
The Marc Antony of Anderson was not so good 
as when we saw it some years ago at this thea- 
tre. It was declamatory and vehement enough, 
but not so passionate as formerly. Mr. 
Anderson was labouring under hoarseness, 
which may account for some of his defeets. 


The part of Cassius is one that demands a tra-' 


gedian of talent. No actor below Henry 
Betty, or at all events one of more than medio- 
cre talent, should play it at Drury Lane. 
Cathcart took pains, attempting to throw sar- 
casm into the performance; but he does not 
carry a sufficient weight of metal for such a 
character. Cooper and Fisher played Casca 
and Julius Cesar, the parts they were given 
at Windsor Castle, and were efficient. Miss 
Phillips was a good Portia, Except Miss 
Vandenhoff she is the best actress at this 
theatre. Mrs. Ternan was a respectable Cal- 
phurnia. The scencry, mobs, &c., were all 
exceedingly well got up. 


SADLER’S WELLS. 

The management at this theatre is not con- 
tent in producing new plays, but is always in- 
troducing fresh talent whenever it is to be got. 
This week we have had a Miss Edwards, who 
has acquired much popularity in the provinces. 
This young lady is rather above the middle 
stature, thin, and a well proportioned figure, 
small features, with an expressive eye; her 
Voice is not strong but very pleasing, and her 
general deportment ladylike; she sustained 








the character of Mariana inthe “ Wife,” with 
much credit, and in many instances her acting 
was far above a mediocre performance ; she 
was much applanded, and at the termination 
of the third act, the whole pit cheered her and 
demanded her presence before the curtain; 
she will be a great acquisition to the company 
in juvenile tragedy parts; we think she would 
play Juliet very effectively. Messrs. Ben- 
nett, Marston, and G. K. Dickinson were the 
other principal characters, and gave so much 
satisfaction, that they were summoned at the 
conclusion of the play, to receive the congra- 
tulations of a very highly respectable audience, 
We ought not in justice to omit the mention 
of Mr. Graham, who represented the reverend 
father of the church very creditably; the 
comic portions were done great justiee to by 
Messrs. Nye, and C. Fenton, who act with 
great humour whenever they come in contact 
with each other. On Thursday last, for the 
benefit of Mr. Morgan, the house was crammed 
to suffocation, to see the new play of “ Retri- 
bution; the beneficer must have been grate- 
ful for the patronage he received, many hun- 
dreds having left the theatre without being 
able to gain admittance. 


OLYMPIC. 

Since gur last Mr. G. V. Brooke has per- 
formed the character of Shylock ; a part of 
all others we think him best qualified for ; his 
make up for the character was in every respeet 
eorrect, and his voice especially adapted to 
give effect to the various passions the charac- 
ter is invested with ; the actor upon this occa- 
sion entered fully into the many and trying 
situations he is placed in, with great skill and 
judgment, and we are of opinion he has not 
appeared in any character, or proved him~ 
self so great a master of his art, as he has in 
the part of Shylock. He appears to be more 
matured, and acts with greater discriminate 
feeling and impulse than he did last season ¢ 
the first scenein the third act, where heis told of 
his danghter’s flight, and the ruin of Antonio, 
was a powerful delineation of sorrow, revepye, 
and hatred; we have not seen any actor since 
the late Edmund Kean, give so faithful a por- 
trait of the revengeful Jew as Mr. Brooke ; 
much has been said about his voice. In this 
character it is every thing that could be de- 
sired : the lower tones are full and harmonious 
and well accord with the more passionate situ- 
ations he is destined to depict. He was en- 
thusiastically applauded throughout the whole 
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of his performance ; we would have wished to 


have seen Mr. Davenport as Bassanio; Mr. 
Uonway is not up to the mark, although at 
times he acted with energy; the other male 
characters were well sustained, particularly that 
of Launcelot Gobbo, by Mr. Compton. Miss 
Fasny Vining’s Portia, contains much to 
please ; a little more power would make it 
complete ; Miss Oliver as Jessica, is a most 
promising actress; if we mistake not she bids 
fair to be at the height of her profession ; the 
play was exceedingly well done, the scenery 
atid dresses first rate. A new tragic play 
written by Mr. Lewes, and entitled the “* Noble 
Heart,” was producedon Monday. It abounds 
in poetry of high order, which in portions of 
the play almost rise into the sublime. The 
plot turns on the attachment of the son of one 
of the proudest families in Spain, for a mer- 
chant’s daughter, who fearing it should become 
known to his family, woos her in the character 
of an adventurer of humble rank. Don Gomez 
his father, has accidently seen this young lady, 
and the power of his affection is so great, that, 
notwithstanding his pride of ancestry, and the 
difference in age, he offers her his hand in 
marriage. The failure of commercial trans- 
actions, has placed Reinaldos, the father of 
Joanza, in the fangs of the law, and he is 
about being consigned to a prison, when he 
receives the offer of marriage. The struggles 
between filial duty and her own feelings are 
depicted by Mrs. Mowatt, with a nicety to 
nature that can only be rendered by a most 
accomplished artiste. Joanna, heart broken, 
consents to the ill-assorted union, and Leon 
returns from the perils of battle to his father’s 
hails about the time the marriage is being 
solemnized. From this point the situations 
are powerful, aud jealousy, revenge, and des- 
pair, are alternately displayed by Mr. Brooke, 
Mr. Davenport, and Mrs. Mowatt, with re- 
markable fidelity. In point of fact the acting 
throughout the piece is of the highest order, 
and each new character Mr. Brooke appears 
ing goes further to prove him the most power- 
ful actor on’the London stage. It was pleasing 
to notice the manner in which Mrs. Mowatt 
pressed him to accept the best of the boquets 
thrown from the audience. John Reeve and 
Miss Marshall, with the assistance of Conway, 
Belton, and Miss Coveney, carried off the farce 
of “Catching an Heiress,” with great eclat, 
We were glad to find Mr. Reeve perfect, he is 


the only way to keep their favour is to attend 
to his professional duties. 


ASTLEYS. 


The new dramatic spectacle, now performing here ~ 
entitled “ Corse de Leon, or the Brigand of Savoy,” 
is one of the most magnificent and interesting that 
has been produced for several seasons ; the scenery 
is beautiful and picturesque, and the dresses of a 
splendid character ; the equestrian portion is ma- 
naged with c nsiderable cleverness ; it is impossible 
to give an adequate idea of the storming of the 
fortresses, etc., by the various parties engaged in the 
conflict, but the most interesting portion of the 
amusements at this favourite theatre, are the scenes 
in the circle: the many and extraordinay feats per- 
formed here must be seen to be appreciated; the 
riding of the females in the various characters they 
assume is astonishing, and those who are partial to 
equestrian feats of agility and classical posturing, 
should not miss the present opportunity, the younger 
branches will also have a great treat by the whim- 
sicalities of the clowns, who are truly clever and 
amusing. We were pleased to see the house so well 
filled by a most respectable audience? 


ADELPHI. 

“ My precious Betsy” is the precocious title 
of the last new screamer. Wright and Paul 
Bedford commit all those extravagancies that 
only delight an Adelphi audience. + Such being 
the case we must consider “ My precious 
Betsy” successful, 


SURREY. 


We regret we have not sufficient room to 
notice the new play as it deserves , next week 
we hope to do it justice. Mr, Chorley is the 
author ; there is much good writing in it, and 
with curtailment it may have a run, 


STANDARD. 


The new and really very striking drama of the 
“ Seasons”? draws crowded houses nightly, and im- 
proves considerably by repetition, as we fully anti- 
cipated it would do. The scenery is truly gorgeous 
and as much characterised by good taste as it is by 
a total disregard of expense in the arrangements. 
We may particularly mention the ballroom scene 
which is really brilliant, and quite worthy the stage 
of a theatre assuming to have much higher preten- 
sions. Mr. Smith and his well trained dogs have 
appeared this week in the afterpiece. 


QUEEN'S, 

A new drama entitled the “ Bronze Statue,” has 
been this week produced witb considerable success, 
each representation having been greeted with tumul- 
tuous applause. The story as announced in our last 
appears to be borrowed from the recently published 
popular romance bearing the same name, and has 
been carefully dramatised by Mr. Stanfield James, 
with a view of preserving the most salient points of: 
dramatic interest. ‘The scenery which is new, 





ap jmmense favourite with the audieuce, and 


striking, and appropriate, deserves much praise, and 
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the dramatis person upon the whole exerted them- 
selves ina highly creditable manner. The piece 
will doubtlessly have a very extended run. 








INSTITUTIONS. 








PENTONVILLE SCHOOL HOUSE. 

A gentleman of the name of Adams, gave an 
Elocutionary entertainment here on Wednesday 
last. We have always been a great advocate 
for this kind of amusement, seeing that the 
rising generation derives much benefit, by ap- 
propriating their leisure hours to study and 
amuse their friends. We can and do make 
allowance for any little error or disappoint- 
ment that may occur on such occasions, and 
always regret when we are obliged from the 
situation we hold as public Journalists, to give 
any statement that may not be pleasing to those 
who take a part in such matters, but we can- 
not forbear upon, the present occasion, to re- 
prove the managers of this affair for their ne- 
glect and injudicious arrangements. When 
the public pay, they expect to be entertained, 
but in this case there was no organisation or 
preparatory management. A single member 
not attending might be overlooked, but when 
we find those who do attend, incapable of doing 
that which is set down for them, and disap- 
pointing their friends and the public, we must 
tell these individuals they are highly to blame 
and such conduct ought not to pass unnoticed. 
For ourselves, we gave up an excellent even- 
ing’s entertainment, but as we promised to 
attend this, we have great reason to state what 
we have. We trust the chairman who was 
selected for this evening, will not be applied to 
again on any similar accasion ; he may mean 
well, but he has a strange way of conducting 
himself, and his education has unfitted him to 
preside in such cases. The only recitation 
which was given with any point or humour, 
was by Mr. Bartlett, an ‘Ode on the Removal 
of Smithfield Market,’ which was much relished 
by the company, and contained many glaring 
facts as regards this abominable nuisance. 
Mr. Adrian recited ‘ Look at the Clock,’ but 
it was gabbled through in such an _ indis- 
tinct manner, that if we had not been ac- 
quainted with the subject, we should never 
have learnt it from him. We were sorry to 
learn that Mr. Adams was indisposed. 


¥INSBURY HALL. 
Mr. Tyrrell assisted by Messrs. Thomas, Miller, 
Ross, Pringle, Miss Stewart and others, gave an 
amusing entertainment here on the 13thinat. Miss 














Stewart recited the “‘ Dying Wizard’ with a deal of 
pathos, and with Mr, Tyrrell gave a scene from the 
‘*Honeymoon’’ that much pleascd the audience. 
Looking on the entertainment as a whole, it was 
above the ordinary run of these periodical displays, 
and says much for Mr Tyrrel] asa tutor, There 
were several disappoiniments (as usual at these 
places) during the evening, among which, was the 
abscence of Mr. Harper, but nevertheless the audi- 
ence seemed well satisfied. 


DRAMATIC INSTITUTION. 


Gough Street, 

There never was such a play for amateurs as Bul- 
wer’s famed ** Lady of Lyons’? Each young man 
who has a fancy for the stage seems to think what a 
capital Claude Melnotte he shall make, and anxious 
to give his friends a treat, at once steps into the 
boots of the Prince of Como, and ton often without 
even lLestowing a thought on the ability required for 
a decent representation of such a character. Mr. 
Colliver, who attempted the part on Friday last is 
certainly one of these young men. Totally devoid of 
passion he played in one tone throughout, and the 
beautiful imagery of the garden scene, and the im- 
passioned parting in the fourth act only differed by 
a delivery, a trifle more rapid. Miss Baddeley has 
not sufficient power for such a part as Pauling 
her reading was careful, and in the milder scenes 
we were much pleased with her. Beauseant had 
something of the villian, but not a shadow of the no- 
bleman, in the hands of Mr. Osler. Mr. Dale’s 
Glavis continually reminded us of the overgrown boy 
with a pinafore, outside the show, who runs away at 
the cry of “ here’s the man a’ coming ;”’ his acting 
of the part is beneath criticism. Miss Rock was 
respectable as the Widow. Madame Deschapelles, 
had a tolerable representation in Miss Russell. 
The ‘ Tower of Nesle with Mr. Osler for Buridan, 
and Mr. Howell for Gaulthier was to conclude the 
entertainment. 








CORRESPONDENCE, 





Incoe.—We have always made it a rule, and shall 
abide by it most strictly, not to notice any actor’s 
private transactions; therefore beg our correspomy 
dent not to feel disappointed with our answer, 

A Country Svus.—Is informed any information 
applicable to our Journal will be thankfully re- 
ceived, 

T. M.—Can you tell me where Miss H. Walcott is 
playing? We cannot. 

Carto.—We will give you a recommendation to 
Mr. James of the Queen’s Theatre, if you wish 
it. 

A New Sus,—The Journal was at the publishers on 
Thursday by one o’clock. 

Amos.—We must decline inserting his letter ; it 
would be insulting Mr. Anderson, which we have 
no disposition to do. 

F. H.—Yes, in our next. 

Pizarro.—The article is not at all suited to our 
columns. 

InquinEn.—The “ Seven Clerks” is by Mr. Egere 
ton Wilks. 
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The first building erected upon the site 
of the present pretty little theatre in Tot- 
tenham Street was built in or about the year 
1789, it was designed for a concert room, 
and on its original establishment received 
very highly distinguished patronage. It 
was designed by, and built under the im- 
mediate supervision of M. Paschali, and 
was at first exclusively appropriated to the 
performances of the Concerts of Ancient 
Music, (subsequently, as at present given 
at the Hanover Square Rooms) and while 
thus used was frequently honored not only by 
the presence of the nobility and gentry, but 
by that of royalty itself, the king (George 
III.) whose passionate attachment to the 
musical art was well known, being con- 
stantly numbered amongst its visitants. 
The great success and immense patronage 
extended to these concerts, soon rendered 
the small and generally limited scale of the 
building a source of universal complaint ; 
numbers, even of the subscribers themselves 
were unable to obtain admission, while 
those whom mere chance or a casual invita- 
tion, in‘conjunction with a taste for music 
drew thither, found repeatedly that nothing 
but a continued disappointment awaited 
their hopes of obtaining admission. Under 
such circumstances as may be easily ima- 
gined, it was speedily deemed necessary to 
select another locality for these then popu- 
lar concerts, (subsequently destined in our 
time, 1850, to become almost virtually ex- 
tinct) and the King’s Theatre was the first 
spot chosen ;—from whence they were re- 
moved to the Hanover Square Rooms (as 
already mentioned), which had been de- 
signed and erected expressly for musical 
purposes, by Messrs. Bach and Abel some 
years previously. 


Sournar. 








The building in Tottenham-street was im- 
mediately afterwards taken by one Hyde, 
a then celebrated performer on the trumpet, 
who bestowed on it the cognomen of 
‘Hyde's Concert Rooms,” and for some 
period struggled to obtain patronage for a 
series of varied and miscellaneous musical 
entertainments, but the speculation having 
eventually proved a decided failure, Hyde 
was compelled to retire, and the building 
subsequently remained for a lengthened 
period wholly unappropriated. 

At this time “pic nics” were first im-- 
ported into England, from our continental 
neighbours, and for some little time, so 
completely was the mania for “ pic nics” 
prevalent, that scarcely a conceivable | 
amusement or pastime could be mentioned, 
to which this phrase was not applied, and 
sometimes, as it appears to us, very injudi- 
ciously. Among other popular subjects 
affected by the “ pic nic” fashion, theatri- 
cals of course could not be expected wholly 
to escape, and accordingly a “ pic nic” 
amateur theatre was resolved upon, The 
Hon. Col. Greville, a distinguished member 
of the world of fashion, and also a leader in 
the affairs private and public of the “ Pic 
Nic Society,” (for there was even a society 
so termed, and a very extensive and influ- 
ential one it was) was deputed to manage 
the theatrical “pic nic,” and in accordance 
with his views upon this mighty subject, 
selected the structure of which we are wri- 
ting, as a fitting scene for the designed 
operations, The performances were to 
consist of ten nights in each season; the 
dramatis persone being entirely made up of 
amateurs, literally in fact “pic nic fashion.” 
Of course the contemplated proceedings 
were viewed with very jealous eyes by the 
patentees of the Royal theatres, who lost na 
time nor opportunity in exercising every 
conceivable ingenuity in opposing a project 
which appeared to threaten results so unfa- 
vourable to their own property ;—nor were 
their strenuous efforts wholly without effect, 
for the “ meetings” (that was the phrase 
employed) of the theatrical “ Pic Nics” 
lasted but a few short seasons, although it 
appears highly probable, that even if no 
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opposition whatsoever had been offered, the 
very absurdity of the scheme, must speedily 
je surely have caused its failure. 

It was in March 1802, that this notable 
“pic nic” scheme was first essayed; the 
performances were limited, as we have 
already stated to ten in each season; the 
subscription for each season, was five guineas, 
the motto selected for the society was “ On 
fait ce qu’on peut, et non ce qu'on vent,”* and 
Col. Greville appears like Caleb Quotem of 
old, to have acted as manager, author, and 
actor, cum multisalus. ‘This preciousscheme 
went entirely to pieces in 1803, and the 
building which had been the scene of its very 
temporary operations, remained shat up and 
entirely unused fora long period 

Farly in the year 1808, an attempt, but 
a very feeble one was made by the once 
celebrated equestrian performer, Saunders, 
to establish horse performances here, but 
the usual failure, from which the house now 
became almost proverbial, awaited the 
efforts, and its doors again remained closed 
for some time, but in 1810, the lease was 
purchased by the late Mr. Paul, then a 
silversmith in the Strand, by whom it was 
remodelled, improved, and changed into a 
regular theatre. W. 

(To be continued.) 





THE ADVENTURES OF A 
VICTIM OF THE “LAW’S DELAY” 
SCHOOL-BOY RECOLLECTIONS. 

Cuarter V. 

Skimming over the natural little events that 
attend a juvenile in the “ slap-and-taw, 
kuuckle-down, kite-flying, and the spinning- 
top market,” and pass on to “ grave” years ; 
and, having arrived at that epoch when I think 
my boyhood dignity ought to command some 
respect, weigh anchor, cast my moorings, and 
proceed on my rambling tour. 

I well remember when I was about nine 
years of age, my parents being comfortably 
domiciled in a large and commodious hatting 
establishment in Capel-street, Dublin, doing 
a thriving business, and on the high road to 
fortune. The business was of such an exten- 
sive character, my two brothers and sister, as 
well as myself, after our release from the daily 





*“ We do what we can, but net what we wish.” 








scholastic routine, used to repair to our little 
“ chateau,” in Phibsborough Avenue through- 
out the week, not to incommode or retard the 
progress of the business in the city. My 
step-sisters were now fast approximating wo- 
manhood, and were principally engaged in con- 
ducting the wholesale department of the bon- 
nett business. Their permanent location at 
the city residence often wounded my pride 
very much, and kindJed quite a jealousy with 
my own brothers, sister, and self; and was 
still the more increased from the impartial 
parental demeanour of my father towards his 
step-children, never making the least distinc- 
tion between either branches of the family in 
the distribution of his affectionate attention to 
his children. About this time I was going 
through my “ reading-made-easy (?),” under 
a Mr. W , in Bolton-street, who was too 
characteristic for his over indulgence to the 
boys ;—a gentleman at one period of his life 
who was in opulent circumstances, but through 
family pride and extravagance was humbled to 
the standard of a respectable day school in- 
structor ; and, finally, I believe to penury. 
While under this gentleman’s care I made 
very little progress in my studies, but con- 
tracted a passionate and enthusiastic taste for 
the “ sock and buskin.” Prior to the Easter 
and Christmas holydays we always had a 
‘theatrical treat,” for the entertainment of 
our parents; and our kind and gentle master 
took great pleasure in facilitating our histri- 
onic and ambitious desires. I was now about 
10 years of age. This Christmas, 18—, our 
master prepared the Ist and 2nd acts cf 
“ Richard IJI,” and I had the honour of being 
set down to murder the part of King H ; 
the part of the crooked backed tyrant by a 
young gentleman, my senior by seven or eight 
years. Wooden swords painted in imitation 
of steel, caps, feathers, &c., being procured 
by the respective juvenile aspirants, and our 
parts well committed to memory, we were all 
on tip-toe of anticipation for the event, The 
day at last arrived; the parents of the boys 
were assembled; and the school in lieu of 
scenery, was decorated and ornamented with 
endless scriptural pieces, displaying various 
specimens of large, round, small hand, plain 
and ornamental penmanship. The room pre- 
sented an animated scene ; the boys who did 
not enact, neatly attired, with their parents, 
composed the audience ; and you could read 
expressions ofjoy and pride in the countenances 
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of the parents of the juvenile actors, im- 
patient for the commencement. Never shall 
I forget my first theatrical debut. The tra- 
gedy commenced ; for a time all went on very 
well, the performance seemingly giving uni- 
versal satisfaction, considering the price of 
admission to the ‘select’ was gratuitous. I 
delivered my heart-broken speech, and hurled 
denunciation (with great effect, as I thought) 
on the head of Gloster ; and when I began to 
teil him of having teeth in his head when he 
was born (Master B—), Gloster perforated 
my camelot cloak (which was turned and 
lined with black for the melancholy character), 
and laid me, as it were, slain. When my 
murderer came to the part of “ Down, down 
to h—], &c.” as he introduced his sword 
between the arm and side of the prostrate and 
injured King Henry, he nipped my flesh so 
acutely with his sword, that he restored poor 
Henry to life, and caused him to exclaim, 
* Halloo, B , it’s only in play;” ‘‘ What 
are you about ?” And thereupon dead Henry 
arose, and quitted the room, partly from the 
pain, the vexation, and the tumultuous, uni- 
versal, and heart-breaking laughter the scene 
produced. This put a damp on my theatrical 
spirits, and nothing could induce me again 
that day to make my second appearance, 
though cast in a small piece, written by the 
master himself. All entreaties by him, fa- 
ther, and mother were useless, and I resolved 
myself among the spectators for the remainder 
of the performarce. I thought I should nevor 
overcome that disaster: but, a few days 
elapsed, all was forgotten and forgiven, and 
my love for the sock and buskin was as fond 
as ever. I was well ‘buttered’ that day, and 
my poor fond, doting parents were kept in 
perpetual fever, with the compliments paid 
them in token of their prodigy of a child, 
(To be Continued. ) 








GERMAN PLAYS. 

(To the Editor of the TueatricaL JouRNAL.) 

Sir,—Pray do give Mr. Anderson a hint 
that one German play, in a season is quite 
as much as if not more than the good old 
English appetite can digest; the more espe- 
cially as the viand, under whatsoever system 
of cookery, is not after John Bull’s palate, is 
not, in fact, after his own affections and heart. 
Mr. A, may mean very well, and exert himself 
miraculously, but he may rest assured that 
German plays neither as condensed from, nor 





as altered from the originals, will find favour 
with either English consumers or English 
producers of high class dramatic articles, such 
atticles as shall be worthy of the boards of 
“* Old Drury,” the temple and the region of 
the intellectual and legitimate English drama. 
I am, Sir, your very obedient servant, 
A well-wisher to the Drury Lane 
Management, 








PROVINCIAL. 





MANCHESTER. 

Cooke’s Circus.—The bill of entertainment that 
Mr. Henry Cooke and Master John Cooke presented 
on Monday evening proved highly acceptable ; the 
pit and boxes being well filled ; and the gallery— 
O ye gods !—was overflowing—in fact, the crevices 
and rafters of the ceiling were occupied, presenting 
to the eye a “ rookery,” particularly when the young 
daws were chattering. The applause bestowed upon 
the brilliancy and execution of Mr. H. Cooke, the 
unrivalled rope-dancerr, was intense. This gentle- 
man possesses a versatility of talent that many may 
well envy ; likewise his “ Little Wonder” was more 
than ordinarily clever. Mr. A Cooke as the Life 
Guardsman (Shaw) was a beautiful and disciplined 
performance, tickling the fancy of both military and 
civilians: The ‘Steeple Chase” concluded the en- 
tertainments, Micky and Patrick (Adrian and Bos- 
well), not forgetting their sagacious Jerusalem pony 
was as faceteous as ever, keeping the house in a 
roar of laughter. ‘The leaps that are introduced are 
difficult, and we regret to state that one of the 
jockies was thrown very severely ; but we hope ere 
now he is convalescent. Mr. Wm. Cooke as the 
Squire, and Mr. H. Cooke, and Mrs. W. Cooke os 
the rustic lovers were very amusing. Our spa e 
prevents us noticing at length. We regret the 
Cookes’ departure, as we are apprehensive that any 
similar entertainments will not be ‘dished up’ in 
that palatable style the Cooke’s are renowned for. 
Take them on their merits we ‘shall never look 
upon their like again.” 

Queen's Theatre, Spring Gardens.—On Monday 
evening we had the pleasure of attending this once 
popular place of amusement, to witness the first ap- 
pearance for the last three years, of Mr. H. Bedford, 
avery popular and favourite comedian, together 
with Mr. and Mrs Charles Dillon, who are old fa- 
vourite in Manchester. The performances com- 
menced with a very thrilling drama, entitled the 
‘‘Trials of the Heart,’’ which certainly possesses 
more merit than the generality of dramas and gives 
great scope for displaying the talents of Mr. and 
Mrs. C. Dillon, each performing in their usual easy 
and finished style, and were loudly called before the 
curtain at the conclusion of the first piece. The 
laughable burletta cailed the ‘‘ Lottery Ticket,” in- 
troduced Mr. H. Bedford as an intellectual lawyer’s 
clerk (Wormwood). He was greeted with long and 
ccntinued applause from all parts of the house ; his 
acting on this occasion as on previous occasions, was 
admirable. He kept the audience in a continued 
roar of laughter, and was compelled (though very 

















64 THR THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 





= = —~ 


reluctant) to appear before the curtain at the conclu- 
sion. ‘Ihe performances concluded with ‘ Napole- 
on,” in which Messrs Cony and Taylor appeared with 
their cleverdogs. We must say as a whole, that the 
entertainments are good and the prices moderate, a 
fact that entitles the spirited manager to every en- 
couragement. 

Casino, Lower Mosley Sireet.—A new musical 
entertainment founded on Lord Byron's poem of 
** Don Juan,’’ has been brought out here in a very 
clever style. ‘The scenery and other accessories are 
very god, and the artists are of considerable ability. 
‘The other entertainments are of a very good charac- 
ter, and altogether, the place isfworthy of a visit. 

Colosseum, Bridge Street.—TYhe grand ballet of 
“Don Juan” still continues to attract a very 
large audience to this fashionable place of resort ; the 
sisters Elsler, from Paris, have nightly appeared in 
a pleasing and clever act on the tight rope. Mr. 
Plumpton, and Mr. Sullivan have also appeared 
nightly with great success. 

Huxti.—(Theatre Royal. )—This place of amuse- 
ment has been well attended during the past week, 
which testifies that the worthy manager has catered 
well for the entertainment of his friends. Mr. Geo. 
Owen terminated his engagement, after having, with 
considerable ability, played a succession of his 
favourite characters :—Othello, Macbeth, Shylock, 
Falstaff, and Zanga, in “ The Revenge,” &c. 

GatesHeap.—(Theaue Royal.) — Mr. Norton 
Forde’s benefit tock place on Monday night, when 
the “ Bride of Lammermo:r’’ was produced, Mr. 
Forde playing Edgar of Ravenswood, Mr. Sidney 
Davis, Hayston of Bucklaw, Mr. R. F. Smith, Cap. 
tain Crai,engilt, Mrs. Cooper, Lucy Ashton, ‘The 
play was well cast, and met the approbation of the 
audience. Mr. John Cocker’s evolutions on the 
Corde Volante were of a highly pleasing character. 
A new musical drama, written by Mr. Cooper, enti- 
tled “* Manager and Actor,’’ went off well. The 
ene concluded with the ‘* Miller and his 

fer.” 
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ing with great success/ and it is reperted they will 
visit Moscow, and give a series of concerts. If so 
they cannot return to the Royal Italian Opera be- 
fore April. 

That celebrated author, Mr. Douglas Jerrold, has 
written the last act to his new comedy, We hear it 
has becn accepted by the lessee of the Haymarket, 
and that it will shortly be produced at this theatre. 

The Duke of Cambridge will preside at the ap- 
proaching festival of the Royal Society of Musicians. 

We understand that the distinguished vocalist 
Signor Gardoni, principal tenor at her Majestys 
Theatre for some seasons past, is dead. He has 
been in an exceedingly delicate state of health for 
some time. Signor Gardoni was married to a 
daughter of Signor Tamburini. 

HayMarker.—Douglas Jerrold’s excellent com- 
edy of the “ Prisoner of War,” will be played, for 
the first time at this theatre, on next Saturday. 

The talented musician, M. Benedict, is said to 
have nearly completed, in conjunction with M. 
Vivier, a new opera, which is to be shortly brought 
out in London. 

Britannia Satoon —A Grand New Romantic 
Traditionary and Legendary Drama, of surpassing 
interest, on which the energy of the establishment 
has been lavished, is in active preparation, and will 
be produced on Monday next, with magnificent sce- 
nery, properties, machinery, and appointments. 














ADVERTISEMENTS, 
ASINO De VENISE, 218, High Holborn.— 
Duly 1 icensed.—Mr. Packer’s grand band will 
perform during the week the ‘‘ Enchanted Harp,” 
and “ Row,” and “ Isabel,’ polkas; the “ Oak and 
Ivy,” “Conningsby,” and “ Valentine” quadtilles 
&c. M.C’s., Messrs. Ja:vis and assistants.— 


Commence at eight, and close at twelve—Admis- 
sion, Is. 








ARIA MANNING, Geerge Manning, Bloom- 
field Rush, taken from life during their 
trials.—A cast in plaster of Mr. O’Conuor, with a 
plan of the kitchen where he was murdered. Models 





Her Majesty sent Colonel Phipps, after the 
Windsor Theatricals, to convey to Mr. James Wal- 
lack her high approval and admiration of his per- 
formance as Cassius: and again when he performed 
Adam Brock and King Rene, the Queen repeated her 
commendation, ani expressed her surprise at the 
contrast he exhibited in the two different characters. 

Royat Irautan Orera.—Mr. F. Gye has been 
in Paris, and has entered into an engagement with 
Madame Vera for the ensuing season. The opera 
of “‘ Gustavus” will be performed at the commence- 
ment of the season. 

The Brothers Brough are writing the burlesque 
for the Haymarket, to be produced at Easter. 

Mr. Macready has concluded his engagement at 
Liverpool. 

Miss Helen Faucit has been very attractive at 
Glasgow. 

Mr. Balfe has returned from Berlin, and is now 
actively engaged in getting his band together for 
the opening of her Majesty’s Theatre. 

Grisi and Mario are still at St. Petersburg, sing- 








of Stanfield-hall and Potash-farm are now added to 
the Chamber of Horrors, at Madame TUSSAUD 
and SON’S EXHIBITION BAZAAR, Baker- 
street, Portman-square.—Open from eleven till 
dusk, and from seven till ten.— Admittance, Is. ; 
small room, 6d. extra. 
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